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MIL-STD-2073-1E 
w/CHANGE 1
(7 January 2011)

Standard Practice for Military Packaging
Applies to items for which military packaging is required to meet operational 

demands. These items include, but are not limited to items:
(a) Delivered during wartime for deployment with or sustainment to 
operational units.
(b) Requiring reusable containers.
(c)  Intended for delivery-at-sea.
(d)  Intended to enter the Defense Transportation and Distribution System 
and when storage is expected to exceed 6 months.

APPENDICES

• APPENDIX A  - DEVELOPMENT OF MILITARY PACKAGING REQUIREMENTS

• APPENDIX B  - FACTORS & FORMULAE ESTABLISHING MILITARY PACKAGING QUP & ICQ

• APPENDIX C  - CONTAINERS

• APPENDIX D  - DEVELOPMENT OF MILITARY PACKAGING REQUIREMENTS FOR KITS (PARTS &                        
MODIFICATION)

• APPENDIX E  - MILITARY PACKAGING DATA FORMS

• APPENDIX F  - MILITARY PACKAGING DESIGN VALIDATION PROVISIONS

• APPENDIX G  - QUALITY ASSURANCE PROVISIONS

• APPENDIX H  - PROCEDURES FOR COMPLIANCE WITH CONTAINER DESIGN RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
(CDRS) REQUIREMENTS.

• APPENDIX J  - MILITARY PACKAGING REQUIREMENT CODES

(Some contracts cite MIL-STD-2073-1D)
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MIL-STD-2073-1E Worksheet 
PURPOSE:  To translate packaging requirements from Orders or Contracts which specify Packaging Requirements Codes in accordance 
with MIL-STD-2073-1E 
Contractor: 
 
 

Contract Number: 

Procuring Office: 
 
 

Item Description: 

HEADING DETAIL TABLE CODE REQUIREMENT 

QUP 
Quantity per Unit 

Pack 
Page 142 
Para. J.4.3 

  

ICQ 
Intermediate 

Container 
Quantity 

Page 143 
Para J.4.11 

  

MOP 
Method 

Preservation 
J.I or J.Ia   

CD 
Cleaning and 

Drying 
J.II   

PM 
Preservative 

Material 
J.III   

WM Wrap Material  J.IV   

CUD 
Cushioning / 

Dunnage Material 
J.V   

CT 
Cushioning 
Thickness 

J.VI   

UC 
Unit Pack 
Container 

J.VII   

IC 
Intermediate 

Container 
J.VII   

UCL 
Unit Container 

Level 
J.VIII   

OPI 
Optional 

Procedure 
Indicator 

J.VIIIa   

PACK 
Level A Military 

Packing 
J.IX   

PACK 
Level B Military 

Packing 
J.IXa   

PACK Minimal Packing J.IXb   

SP MK Special Marking J.X   

     

 

Sample Worksheet
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MIL-STD-20731E(1) 
PACKAGING REQUIREMENT CODES 

 (PRC) 
     
QUP  (QUANTITY PER UNIT PACK)                             Para. J.4.3 
 
        States the quantity per unit pack in the clear up to 999.  BLK will be used for Bulk 
and ZZZ for Special Requirements listed in supplemental data or drawings 
 
ICQ  (INTERMEDIATE CONTAINER QUANTITY)                   Para J.4.11 
 
        When intermediate containers are used, the number of unit packs per intermediate 
containers up to 100 will be listed in the clear.  Other codes may be AAA, XXX or ZZZ. 
 
PRESERVATION                                           Table J.I, & J.Ia  
 
        Method of Preservation will be a two (2) digit code derived from the tables.  Table 
J.I information is for the preservation methods and submethods established by Para. 5.2.3  
Table J.Ia  codes are for packaging procedures which are regularly used and require a 
more detailed description than allowed by the basic code and yet do not require the use of 
special packaging instructions. 
 
CLEANING & DRYING PROCEDURES                                  Table J.II 
 
        This is a one (1) digit code sometimes shown as CLN/DRY or C/D.  
 
PRESERVATIVE MATERIAL                                         Table J.III  
 
        A two (2) digit code.  Refers to the type of material to be used to coat the item.  
Table J-III lists contact preservative material in alphanumeric  order. 
 
WRAPS                                                          Table J.IV 
 
        A two (2) digit code.  This is a listing of what the item will be wrapped in after it has 
been properly preserved.  
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CUSHIONING AND DUNNAGE                                          Table J.V 
 
        A two (2) digit code.  Codes listing the cushioning and dunnage material that will be 
utilized after the item has been wrapped.  This material will usually be placed between 
the wrapped item and the inside of the unit container 
 
CUSHIONING THICKNESS                                           Table J.VI 
 
        One (1) digit code listing the minimum thickness that is required between the unit 
and the unit container in any one direction. 
 
UNIT CONTAINER                                                Table J.VII 
 
        Two (2) digit code listing the type of container into which the item will be placed. 
 
 
INTERMEDIATE CONTAINER                                        Table J.VII 
 
        Two (2) digit code listing the type of container that is to be used if an intermediate 
container is necessary. 
 
UNIT CONTAINER LEVEL                                           Table J.VIII 
 
        One (1) digit: 
 
        "O"  - Denotes the unit container is not an acceptable shipping container. 
 
        "A" or "B"  - Denotes if the container is an acceptable shipping container and what 
the highest level of protection will be afforded by this container. 
         
        "Z"  - Indicates that the container requires special considerations (air only, inside 
storage only, etc.) 
 
OPI  (Optional Procedure Indicator)                            Table J.VIIIa 
 
      "A" is indicated if packaging is in accordance with a specification or a special 
packaging instruction. 
      "M" indicates that all packaging data is mandatory for compliance and no 
substitutions are permitted. 
      "O"  indicates that options can be exercised as to specific method of preservation or 
DoD approved packaging materials to be used. However, basic preservation method shall 
be retained and unit package dimensions shall not be increased by more than one inch. 
Equal or better protection shall be given the item and there shall be no increase in the 
package cost. 






































